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Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 24

th
 November 2019 – 6:30pm 
Mark 16:1-20 

Introduction 
Tonight we come to the last chapter, and our final study, in Mark’s Gospel. 
Thanks to Paul and the other men from our preachers group who have helped to 
preach our way right through this Gospel. It is the shortest of the four, with only 
16 chapters, but this 16

th
 chapter causes us a few problems:  

 
Does it finish at v.8 in the original, or does it contain all 20 verses?  
This is one of very few contested portions of Holy Scipture.  
 
(There’s another one in John 8:1-11 - the story of the woman caught in adultery. 
And there’s a verse in Acts 8:37 about the need for the Ethiopian Eunuch to 
‘believe with all his heart’ before being baptised, but there are very few others). 
 
So what are we to make of this one in Mark 16? 
 
We believe that:  

‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (KJV)  
(or breathed out by God (ESV)  

and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, 

equipped for every good work.’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
 

We believe on the weight of the evidence of the early manuscripts of Mark’s 
Gospel that vs.1-8 are certainly part of Scripture – God’s inspired Word – there is 
no dispute about that whatsover, and no evidence to the contrary. But we cannot 
be just so sure that Mark 16:9-20 is as certainly part of God’s inspired Word. 
 
So we are going to look at the bit that we can be absolutely sure and certain 
about tonight (vs.1-8) - and then I’m going to say a few things about the bit that 
we can’t be just so certain about (vs.9-20) as we conclude this series in Mark. 
 
So what can we say, first of all, about verses 1-8?  
Well, the thing that is most prominent in this passage is the references to… 
 

1. The Witness of the Women – Confusion? (vs.1-8) 
 
Now, this is significant. Because in those days, the testimony of a woman, like 
the testimony of a gentile, was not to be be trusted on the same level as the 
testimony of a man! So why would Mark finish his Gospel with the eye-witness 

acounts of a group of Jewish women? It certainly wouldn’t add to the strength of 
his argument, or the strength of his case, if he had just been making it all up.  
 
The fact that he did record the eye-witness accounts of a group of women, is just 
because that’s how it happened, that’s who was there, this is what they saw, and 
this is what they heard. So believe it, or believe it not, Mark’s Gospel ends with 
what a group of women saw and heard. But what did they actually experience?   
 
Notice first of all… 
 

(i) They Witnessed the death of Jesus on the Cross (Mark 15:40-41)  
 

‘There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 

Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and 
there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.’ 

 
(ii) They Witnessed the burial of Jesus in the Tomb (Mark 15:47) 

 
‘Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.’ 

 
(iii) They Witnessed the absence of Jesus from the Tomb (Mk 16:1) 

 
‘When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early 

on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
 

And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back – it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man 

sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 
 

And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee.  

There you will see him, just as he told you.” 
 

And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.’ 

 
So they were eye-witnesses of the death of Jesus, of the burial of Jesus, and of 
the fact of the empty tomb. It was the man who said ‘He is not here, he is risen!’ 
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But the effect all this had on these 2 or 3 women, was one of trembling, 
astonishment, and fear! So much so that at first they said nothing to anyone.  
 
That’s not how you would have written it, if you were making all this up! 
And if that was how Mark’s Gospel ended, you would have thought it strange! 
The last word of a Gospel about Good News, ending with the word ‘afraid’!? 
 
Now this could be the sudden end to Mark’s Gospel (end of v.8). 
Or it could go on for another 12 verses (vs.9-20). 
 
Some manuscripts have the long ending; some do not.  
One manuscript actually adds-in another verse after v.8 
 
‘But they reported briefly to Peter and those with him all that they had been told. 

And after this, Jesus himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, 
the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.’  (??) 

 
Now, nobody knows for sure why we have two possible endings to Mark’s 
Gospel. The fact is, from the manuscripts, we have these two possible endings. 
 
Perhaps Mark did want to finish his Gospel at v.8 with the Witness of the Women. 
Because that’s how it happened. And he believed the witness of these women, 
just as much as he would believe the testimony of a Jewish man. 
 
But others would have really struggled with the idea of an Account of the Gospel 
ending with the Witness of just Women, and maybe that’s why some of the 
scribes who would have been copying the early manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel, 
felt that they needed to add something to it. - So did they add in vs.9-20? 
 
Many believe that Mark’s Gospel was the first Gospel of the Four to be written. 
But maybe as time went by, and Matthew, Luke and John appeared in writing, 
some scribes maybe thought they should add a bit more to the end of Mark. 
And that’s a possibility. Let’s take a look at vs.9-14 and see if that is possible: 
 
2. The Witnesses – Coroboration (vs.9-14) 
 
Is there anything more that could coroborate the evidence from the women? 
 

(i) Mary Magdalene (vs.9-11)  
 
Well, the first person we meet in this long ending of Mark’s Gospel is Mary 
Magdalene. We’re told she is a woman from whom Jesus cast out 7 spirits. 

Anything else we’re told about her here, could have come from Matthew, Luke or 
John. (See Matt.28:1-10, Luke 24:1-10 & John 20:1-18). 
 
So what we have here in Mark 16 about Mary Magdalene could have come from 
the other Gospels. That means that this part of Mark 16 is absolutely biblical. 
  
Next we come to two more witnesses in vs.12-13… 
 

(ii) Two on the Road to Emmaus (vs.12-13)  
 
And if you still have your wits about you tonight, you should know where that 
comes from (See Luke 24:13-32). 
 
So again what we have here in Mark 16 about Jesus appearing to two people as 
they walked along a road could also have come from the other Gospels. In this 
case Luke. So that means that this part of Mark 16 is also entirely biblical.  
 
Next we come to a reference to the Eleven remaining disciples in vs.14-18… 
 

(iii) The Eleven reclining at table (vs.14-18) 
 
And again if you take the time to look at the other Gospels, you’ll discover that 
this could have come from Luke also (See Luke 24:33-43). 
 
So again what we have here in Mark 16 about Jesus appearing to his eleven 
disciples while they ate some food together could have come from Luke also.  
So that means that this part of Mark 16 is biblical too.  
 
So it’s possible that some scribes felt the need to add to the end of Mark’s 
Gospel ‘some more weighty evidence’ as they would see it, to the fact that 
Jesus was alive from the dead, and had been seen by many witnesses. 
 
We’re not saying they should have done it, but maybe they did do it. 
And maybe what they wrote was now common knowledge because of Matthew, 
Luke and John’s Gospels now being in circulation. 
 
That brings us finally to… 
 
3. The Call to be Witnesses – Commission (vs.15-20) 
 
What do we make of this section? Is it biblical too? Should it be here?  
Well… 
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(i)  No problem with v.15 (Because it ties in with Matt.28:19-20). 
 
(ii)  Slight problem with v.16 (Implies baptism necessary for salvation). 
 
(iii)  Great problems with vs.17-18 (Nowhere else in Scripture are we told  

that believers will be able to do these things!) 
 
(v) No problems with vs.19-20 (ties in with Matt 28, Luke 24, Acts 1:8) 
 
Conclusion 
 
So, what are we to make of all of this? 
 
In the past, preachers wouldn’t have needed to worry about any of this. They 
would just have preached from the King James Version of the Bible, which never 
highlighted the fact that these portions of Scripture had any doubt about them. 
 
But with modern Bible Translators being honest with us about what they found as 
they searched out the earliest possible copies of manuscripts on which God’s 
Word was first written in the First Century, then we have to face the facts, and we 
have to grapple with the issue. 
 
We believe that All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 
We believe that God’s Word is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments ‘as originally given by God’ – that’s what our doctrinal statement 
says. The problem is we don’t have the original manuscripts anymore. We have 
copies of copies of copies that are still in existence. And from them, Bible 
Translators have published God’s Word in our language in the Bibles we hold in 
our hands today. 
 
But whether we believe Mark finished writing at v.8, or whether we believe he 
wrote it all, right down to v.20, in one sense doesn’t really matter at all, because 
as we have seen tonight, the rest of vs.9-20 can be backed up by the accounts 
that we do know to be inspired by God in Matthew, Luke and John. 
 
The only bit we need to be careful about is the signs that could follow believing in 
the name of Jesus as our Savour (vs.17-18). 
 
Will we all be able to cast out demons? 
Will we all be able to speak in new tongues? 
Will we all be able to pick up serpents with our hands? 
Will we be able to drink deadly poison and not be hurt by it? 

Will we be able to lay our hands on sick people and they will recover? 
 
I would plead for a lot of caution when it comes to building a doctrine of signs and 
wonders onto Mark 16:17-18. It’s doubtful whether that bit is God’s inspired word. 
And that’s not just me speaking as a Baptist, as opposed to being a Pentecostal! 
 
It’s going on the weight of evidence for whether or not these verses are inspired 
by God. Are they authentic, or are they a later addition by a well-meaning scribe? 
Apart from those 2 verses, there is no reason to doubt anything else that is 
written in Mark’s Gospel, as being biblical and authoritative. 
 
We are warned at the end of Revelation to neither add to, nor take away from 
Scripture. (Read Revelation 22:18-19). 
 
Either a scribe added to Mark’s Gospel, if it originally ended at v.8. 
Or we are taking away from Mark’s Gospel, if we stop at v.8. 
 
So better to have vs.9-20 in our Bibles, and to see that most of it comes from the 
other 3 Gospels anyway, than to ignore these verses completely.  
 
Apart from vs.18-19 we can be absolutely 100% sure that what we have read 
tonight is the Word of God, a witness to the death, burial and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore something that we should take seriously as we 
conclude our studies in Mark’s Gospel. 
 
Have you seen who Jesus is? 
Have you seen why Jesus came? 
That’s why Mark wrote this Gospel. 
That’s why it is contained in our Bibles. 
 
We have been presented with the evidence of the Messiah who has come, who 
has lived a perfect life, who has died a sacrificial death for us on the cross, and 
now it’s time either to reject it, and reject Him, or else to believe it, and believe in 
Him, as your own personal Saviour and Lord. Which will it be for you tonight?   
 
It’s time to do what we were told to do away back in Mark 1:15 
 

‘The time is fulfilled,  
and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
Repent and believe in the Gospel.’ 

 
Amen 


