
1 

 

Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 3

rd
 November 2019 – 11:00am 

1 Peter 4:7-11 – The end of all things is at hand – so what? 
 
Introduction 
Perhaps you’ve seen it in real life, or maybe in a cartoon – a man wearing a 
sandwich board with the words on it: ‘The End is Nigh!’  
 
He’s usually looking like a doom and gloom merchant dressed in black, with a 
sad face, trudging up and down, calling out slogans such as: ‘The end is nigh!’  
or ‘Flee from the wrath to come!’ or ‘Where will you spend eternity?’ 

 
Now I don’t mean to make fun, as these are all verses used to warn people to get 
right with God – and that’s fine. But what about us as Christians? 
If we expect such texts to have an impact on unsaved people, then we need to 
ask ourselves what sort of an effect do such texts have on our own lives? 
 
This morning I want to address the question we find at the start of v.7:  
 

‘The end of all things is at hand – but so what?’ 
 
Notice vs.1-6 followed on from a ‘therefore’ near the beginning of v.1. 
And v.7 contains a ‘therefore’ to introduce us to vs.7-11.  
So we get the impression that Peter is building up his argument here. 
 
Last time in vs.1-6, in the light of what Jesus did for us on the cross, dealing 
decisively with our sin, we saw that there were certain things we had to  
‘cross-out’ of our lives. (Remember a cross is just a big ‘I’ crossed out).  
We discovered last time, when we come to Christ, that we have to cross-out… 
 

- Selfish ambitions (v.2) 
- Sinful activities (v.3) 
- Sinister associations (vs.4-5) 

 
Now that might have sounded very negative, as if coming to Christ was all about 
things that we can’t do anymore; things we had to cross-out. 
 
But think about it, the cross is also a ‘plus sign’ – something that is positive.  
So there are some things that we also need to add to our lives.  
That’s what we’re going to look at this morning. 
But in vs.7-11 the focus, or the incentive for doing this, has changed from  
the Cross of Christ, to the Second Coming of Christ. 

Verse 7 begins, ‘The end of all things is at hand, therefore…’ 
 

So, in the light of the fact that Christ is coming again, this time, 
some positive things need to be put into our lives. 

 
Last time: in the light of the Cross of Christ, cut some things out (negative) 
This time: in the light of the Coming of Christ, add some things in (positive) 
 
So we’re not going to be negative this morning, we’re going to be positive! 
And yet Peter begins v.7 with this sobering statement: 
 

‘The end of all things is at hand!’ 
 
I wonder do you believe that? 
The people of Peter’s day didn’t! (See 2 Peter 3:3-10) 
 
The people of our day don’t seem to believe that this world is coming to an end - 
unless you take into consideration this new group calling themselves Extinction 
Rebellion who’ve been active in cities across the world in recent weeks, who 
believe that this world is heading for extinction unless we all get up and do 
something about it to save the planet from all our harmful carbon emissions! 
 
We’re 2000 years further down the road than the people of Peter’s day, but until 
fairly recently people thought this world was going to go on and on – they thought 
they were here forever! 
 
When I was growing up in the 70s and 80s before the fall of the Berlin Wall:  
The Cold War, the Nuclear Age, the threat of a Nuclear Holocaust, was all the 
talk. It was said that there were enough nuclear weapons in the world to destroy 
planet Earth several times over! Who knows, maybe there still are!? 
 
I also remember it being said around 1980 that we only had 50 years of fossil 
fuels left to give us energy – heat and light to live by, and fuel to run our cars.  
So that would have done us until 2030 A.D.  
That’s only 10 years away, but still people think this world is permanent! 
 
2 Peter 3:10 tells us that this world will come to an end one day. 
How do we know?  
(See 2 Peter 3:5-7) 
Because God did it before; He can do it again! 
 
Who knows how long this world will last? 
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I remember when they were getting ready for the turn of the Millennium – the 
dawning of the year 2000, they put a Countdown Clock into the River Liffey at 
O’Connell Bridge in Dublin – with big green digital numbers.  
When they started it, it said:  

‘120 million seconds until the end of the Millennium: 2000’ 
But what if it had been 120 million seconds until the end of the world? 
What difference would it have made? How would you have prepared? 
 
Peter says, on God’s authority, ‘The End of all things is near!’ (1 Peter 4:7). 
We all think we’ve so much time left – 30, 40, 50 years, maybe more? 
 
But what age are you? 20, 30, 40, 50, 60? 
How do you know you have a long life still ahead of you? 
 

The Bible says: ‘The end of all things is at hand!’ (1 Peter 4:7) 
 

But ‘So what?!’ 
 
Do we panic, and worry about it? 
Do we get up and protest with Extinction Rebellion to try to prevent it? 
Do we stop work, and sit around waiting for it? 
Do we look up, and lounge around, and try to predict the exact date it will 
happen? (As some have done!) 
 

‘The end of all things is at hand’ – so what should we do? 
 
Listen to what Peter said to people who were facing persecution and death:  
 

(v.10) ‘As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,  
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.’ 

 
That’s a bit strange, isn’t it? 
He basically says – ‘Use your gifts to serve each other, for the Lord’s sake!’ 
i.e. ‘Carry on as you are!’ or like the military command: ‘As you were!’ 
 
But the point is, do so more intensely, because Jesus is coming again! 
He mentions here, five things that should ‘occupy our time until He comes!’ 
 

1. PRAY Continually (v.7) 
 

‘The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled  
and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.’ 

We all know we should pray. As Christians we should do it anyway.  
But because the end is near and Jesus is coming again, we should intensify our 
praying. But perhaps, like me, these are your two biggest problems when it 
comes to prayer: 
 

- Be Self-controlled and  
- Be Sober-minded... for the sake of your prayers! 

 
We need to be self-controlled, so that we will make time for prayer on a regular 
basis, in our own personal walk with God.  
 
We also need to be self-controlled so that we carve out time to meet for prayer 
with other believers, whether that’s on a Wednesday night, or at the times of 
prayer we have before each of our services on a Sunday. It just takes a wee bit 
of thought, a wee bit of organisation, and you can be there to pray with others. 
 
I’m sure you’ll agree with me that the way Paul organised the times for prayer in 
the run-up to our mission was very helpful. There were those two Friday nights 
when we could gather to pray while the children’s and youth ministries were 
going on in other parts of the building. And there was the 24 hours of prayer 
when we could all sign up for 20 mins each. That worked really well too, and got 
us all praying as a church, and maybe even as families as well! 
 

It doesn’t matter how we pray; the important thing is that we pray! 
 
Peter and the other disciples should have been praying one day. It was at a 
critical time, a crucial time in the life of Christ, but they were far from  
‘sober-minded’. In fact, they were falling asleep!  
 
(Read Mark 14:32-43). 
 
Why do we need to be sober-minded?  
(See 1 Peter 5:8-9 for the answer). 
Because, as the end approaches, our adversary the devil is going to be even 
busier! He’s prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
We’re called to ‘Resist him, standing firm in our faith,’ knowing that fellow-
believers throughout the world are facing the same challenges as we are! In 
some cases, even more so.  
 
We need to pray all the more as we see the end of all things approaching. 
 
So let’s Pray Continually (v.7). 
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2. LOVE Earnestly (v.8) 
 
Now we also know that we should love each other as Christian believers.  
Jesus commanded it (John 13:34-35) – but we find it so difficult, don’t we? 
Just because we’re saved, doesn’t mean we’re perfect, or easy to live with! 
 

But Peter goes further: Because the end is near, because times are difficult: 
‘Above all, keep loving one another earnestly!’ (v.8)  

– Why? ‘…Since love covers a multitude of sins.’ 
 

What’s the opposite of covering up? – It’s exposing; it’s finding out about it. 
There are sins and faults in all of our lives, but we wouldn’t want our fellow 
believers to be always exposing them, would we? 
 
Well then, ‘do unto others as you would have them do to you’ – Don’t expose one 
another’s sins and short-comings, rather cover them with love. 
 
So Pray Continually, Love Earnestly… 
 

3. Show Hospitality – without grumbling (v.9) (i.e. sincerely) 
 
One way of showing that we love each other as believers, is by practising 
hospitality. 
 
The early church depended on the hospitality of Christian homes: 

- It’s where they met!  
- It’s where travelling preachers stayed! 

 
Here in Ireland, hospitality is very important for us too, in the Lord’s work. 
For example, in Cavan, as we started a new church from scratch, we were totally 
dependent on the homes of believers being made available to us.  
 
The work there started in Tom & Mary Caslin’s home. They were a couple who 
opened their home for a Bible Study that was held fortnightly for about 20 years!  
 
Then shortly after I got involved, the Morton family opened their farmhouse to us 
and we began to have Sunday afternoon services for the church there.  
Then there were the Fosters, the Harknesses, the Wedlocks and the Lynches, as 
well as our own home, where the church prayer meetings and Bible studies were 
held for many years, before, and even after, we got our own church building.  
 
We had some great times of fellowship! 

In many countries of the world today, Christians are not allowed to meet openly 
and publicly in church buildings, so hospitality in homes is the secret of the 
survival of the church in many places, even today!  
 
So we should open our homes, and use our homes for the Lord, as it says in v.9 
‘without grumbling!’  
 
As persecution increases, and as the end of all things fast approaches, the 
Christian home will become more and more important for the survival of God’s 
work, so we need to learn to Show hospitality – sincerely! 
 
Pray Continually, Love Earnestly, Show hospitality sincerely… 
 

4. Serve Faithfully (v.10) 
 
So that brings us to this general, but key verse (v.10). 
 

‘As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.’ 

 
This verse tells us that every Christian has a gift, so we can help in God’s work. 
 
For some, their gift is praying; for some, their gift is love (1 Corinthians 13); for 
some, it will be showing hospitality - all things we have just mentioned. 
 
All these gifts are given to us to help us ‘serve one another’ in the widest possible 
sense. As we serve each other, using our gifts, we are (v.10):  
 

‘Faithfully administering God’s grace in all its various forms’ (NIV). 
 

Or being ‘good stewards of God’s varied grace’. (ESV) 
 
All our service should be done: 
 

(i) Faithfully (v.10) (1 Timothy 3:13), and… 
 

(ii) In God’s strength (v.11) 
 

‘Whoever serves as one who serves by the strength that God supplies.’ 
‘I can do all things through him [Christ] who strengthens me.’ (Phil.4:13). 

 
Finally… 
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5. Speak Authoritatively (v.11) 
 

‘Whoever speaks as one who speaks oracles of God’ (ESV) 
‘If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.’ (NIV) 
 
We have seen that all gifts are important for the work of Christ’s church. 
Serving, showing hospitality, or speaking – they are all important! 
But all other gifts and acts of service in the church should be with the aim of 
assisting this last gift - the ability to proclaim the Word of God: 
 

- That is what unsaved, lost men and women need to hear. 
- That is what saved believers need to encourage them and strengthen 

them too. 
- If anybody speaks (preaches, teaches) we must be conscious that we 

are speaking the very words of God. Think of the importance of it! 
- If we are being Biblical in what we say, then our words will have their 

own power and authority, and they need to be heard!  
 

o Listen to Peter:  2 Peter 1:12-2:3 
o Listen to Paul:   2 Timothy 3:1, and 4:1-5. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Pray – continually (be faithful prayer warriors) 
Love – earnestly (all of us are called to do that) 
Show hospitality – sincerely (men, as well as ladies) 
Serve – faithfully (particularly deacons, but all of us are called to serve) 
Speak – authoritatively (pastors, elders, preachers, teachers, home groups?) 
 
Why? (v.11b) - ‘in order that in everything God may be glorified’ 
So that God gets all the glory now, and when Jesus comes again! 
 
That is (v.11) if we’re doing all these things in His strength; not our own. 
 

‘The end of all things is at hand!’ - So what? 
 
So carry on faithfully serving the Lord right to the end. 
Using all the gifts He has given to us. 
 
Let me finish with Jesus’ words to Peter & Co in Mark 13:32-37… 
 

32
 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father. 
33

 Be on guard! Be alert!  
You do not know when that time will come.  

 
34

 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and  
puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task,  

and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
 

35
 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 

will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight,  
or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.  

 
36

 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  
37

 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
 
 

 
So each of us as servants has had a task assigned to us. 

Each of us as servants has gifts and abilities to complete our task. 
 

The Question is: Are you doing yours? 
Will you have it done, before Jesus comes again? 

 
‘The end of all things is at hand’ – So Keep at it until He comes! 

 


