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Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 3

rd
 November 2019 – 6:30pm 

Lord’s Table – Mark 15:6-32 
Introduction 
The passage we have come to tonight, is the passage in Mark’s Gospel that 
focusses entirely on the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the chapter 
where they Crucify Jesus. This is the moment that Jesus was Crucified for us! 
 
All three of those terms are found in this passage, and hardly anywhere else in 
Mark’s Gospel: Cross, Crucify, Crucified. But there’s one more ‘C’ for us to 
notice first, and that’s the Crowd.  
 
I want you to see first of all tonight, what the Crowd did to Jesus. 
 

1. What the Crowd DID to Jesus (v.8, 11, 15) 
 
‘The Crowd’ is mentioned 3 times in this chapter. (In v.8, v.11 and v.15). 
 
In v.8 it’s the crowd who began to ask Pilate to do what he usually did for them – 
i.e. to release a prisoner at the time of the Feast of Passover.  
 
In v.11 it’s the crowd (stirred up by the Chief Priests) who ask for Barabbas, a 
notorious criminal to be released, instead of Jesus, the King of the Jews. 
 
In v.15 it’s the crowd that Pilate gives into, ‘he wanted to satisfy the crowd’ –  
and that’s why he releases Barabbas, the guilty, and has Jesus, the innocent, 
scourged instead.  
 
It’s important that we see this in Mark’s Gospel. ‘The Crowd’ or ‘the Multitude’ 
has been a feature of Mark’s Gospel, right from ch.2 when the paralysed man, 
carried by his 4 friends, couldn’t get into the house where Jesus was, because of 
the crowd. Instead they had to go up on the roof, lift off the tiles, and dig through 
the clay floor, before they could lower their friend down to where Jesus was.  
 
On that occasion the point of the story, was to prove that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins, not just make a lame man walk. 
 
The Crowd appears in every chapter of Mark’s Gospel, apart from chs.12 & 13.  
 

In ch.12 Jesus is being quizzed by the religious leaders of Judaism. 
 
In ch.13 Jesus is teaching his disciples privately by themselves. 

But the Crowd reappears right up until Mark 15:15. This is the last time the 
Crowd is mentioned in Mark, because here they get what they want – they get 
Jesus scourged and delivered up to be crucified – and they get a notorious 
criminal released into their community instead! The crowd isn’t mentioned again! 
 
(v.15)  ‘So Pilate, wishing to satisfy The Crowd, released for them Barabbas,  

and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.’ 
 
I find it very significant, and very interesting, that if you go back to the turning 
point of Mark’s Gospel, which is around Mark 8:30, you find ‘The Crowd’ 
mentioned in connection with ‘The Cross’ for the very first time. 
 

In Mark 8:29 Jesus asks the question: ‘Who do you say that I am?’ 
 

And it’s Peter who answers: ‘You are the Christ’ (v.29) 
 
In v.30 Jesus strictly charges them not to tell anyone about him, and in the next 
verse begins to teach them what he has come to do - to suffer, be rejected, and 
killed, and on the third day to rise again. 
 
Peter rebukes him for it. But Jesus rebukes him saying: ‘Get behind me Satan!’ 

 
And then we read this in Mark 8:34 
 

‘And calling the CROWD to him with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his CROSS 

and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake and the Gospel’s will save it.’ 

 
Jesus wanted the people in the Crowd that followed him, day after day, to get it. 
But sadly many of them never did. In the end they would side with the devil, and 
they would call for a notorious criminal to be released into their community, rather 
than have the perfect Son of God set free in their midst. That brings us to… 
 

2. What the Crowd SAID about Jesus (v.13, 14, 20) 
 
This brings us to another word beginning with ‘C’ in this chapter: ‘Crucify Him!’ 
 
Pilate wanted to know from the Crowd what he should do with the man they 
called the King of the Jews? (v.12) They cried out: 
 

‘Crucify Him!’ (Mark 15:13) 
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And when Pilate said to them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’  
They shouted all the more… 
 

‘Crucify Him!’ (Mark 15:14) 
 
So that’s when Pilate gave in to the wishes of the Crowd. That’s why he went 
against his better judgement, that’s when he denied his own conscience about 
Jesus, and because he wanted to satisfy the Crowd, he released Barabbas to 
them, and having scourged Jesus (with the cat o’ nine tails) ‘he delivered him to 
be crucified.’ (Scourge: leather whip with pieces of bone and metal embedded). 
 

At first Jesus was led away by the soldiers into the mess room, into the 
governor’s palace, the Praetorium, Pilate’s headquarters, and there they 
gathered up the whole army battalion, and they had their fun at Christ’s expense! 
 

- They clothed him in a purple cloak (v.17) 
 

- They twisted together a crown of thorns (v.17) 
 

- They put it on him (v.17). (Pressed into his forehead!) 
 

- They began to salute him (v.18) ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 
 

- They struck his head with a reed (v.19) 
 

- They spat on him (v.19) 
 

- Kneeling down they paid homage to him (v.19) 
 

- And when they had finished mocking him (v.20) 
 

- They stripped him of the purple robe (v.20) 
 

- They put his own clothes back on him (v.20) 
 

- And they led him out to crucify him… 
 
(v.20) ‘And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak  

and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.’ 
 
Three times the Crowd is mentioned in this passage… 
Three times the crowd and the soldiers want to Crucify him in this passage… 

3. Three times the Cross is mentioned in this passage (v.21, v.30, v.32) 
 
We’ve already seen the one and only time outside this chapter that the cross is 
mentioned in Mark’s Gospel.  
 
Mark 8:34 ‘And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them: 

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” 

 
Well here in Mark 15:21 we find Jesus carrying his cross at first, but because his 
energy and strength is gone, the Roman soldiers compel a stranger to carry his 
cross for him. (This would have been the cross-member – the upright elsewhere). 
 
(v.21) ‘And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in 

from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.’ 
 
Now there are some details given here, and they’re given for a reason.  
It’s thought that Simon was originally from Cyrene, which would be Libya in North 
Africa. But here we’re told by Mark that he had two sons – Alexander and Rufus. 
Now Mark wouldn’t have mentioned that if these two sons weren’t known to his 
readers. So it is thought that perhaps Simon of Cyrene himself trusted in Christ, 
and then had the joy of leading his two sons to the Lord as well. Rufus at least 
was now in the Church that met in Rome with his mother (See Romans 16:13). 
So it would seem that Simon and his family from Cyrene decided to take up their 
cross and follow Jesus, even though, at first, he was forced to do so! 
 
The other two times the cross is mentioned in this passage is in a vain attempt to 
get Jesus to come down off it, to save himself. But what they didn’t realise was if 
he did that, then he could never have saved us! - It was one or the other! 
 
(v.30) ‘Save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ (Those who passed by). 
 
(v.32) ‘Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross  

that we may see and believe.’ (Said the chief priests and the scribes). 
 
The only way that we could see and believe who Jesus was, and what he had 
come to do, was if he stayed right where he was, on that cross, dying for our 
sins. That’s the only way that Jesus could be our Saviour. - If we will trust in his 
death for us, as well as thanking God for his life, and for his glorious resurrection! 
 
Three times each: Crowd, Crucify, and Cross. But then we come to another 
word which is mentioned not 3 times, but 6 times – that’s the word Crucified.  
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4. They Crucified Him! (Six times this is mentioned!) 
 
It’s as if Mark, the author of this Gospel, just can’t get his head around why Jesus 
(of all people) would have been crucified! 
 
Crucifixion was the worst kind of death, reserved by the Romans, for the very 
worst of criminals – i.e. for the likes of Barabbas and his two friends – who had all 
been involved in political insurrection, rioting and murders. That’s who crucifixion 
was for! But instead by the end of this chapter Jesus is crucified, and Barabbas 
goes free. How on earth did that happen? 
 
We believe Mark was present (in 14:51) when he had been seized by those who 
were arresting Jesus, but he managed to leave his cloak in their hands and flee 
naked, for his life. Later he would have heard about what actually happened. 
 
He had fled naked, while his friend Peter, who was also behind the writing of this 
Gospel, had denied his Lord with oaths and curses. And while they had turned 
away, while they had escaped with their lives, look what had happened to Jesus 
– They had crucified Him! They just couldn’t get their heads around it. 
 

And neither should we be able to get our heads around it! 
But we’ve heard it so often, since we were knee-high,  

that it doesn’t strike us with the same amazement anymore! 
 
Try to read these verses as if you were reading them for the very first time… 
 
(v.15)  ‘So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas,  

and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified!’ 
 
(v.24) ‘And they crucified him and divided his garments among them,  

casting lots for them, to decide what each should take!’ 
 
(v.25) ‘And it was the third hour when they crucified him!’ (9:00am) 
 
(v.27) ‘And with him they crucified two robbers,  

one on his right and one on his left!’ 
 
(v.32) ‘Those who were crucified with him also reviled him!’ 
 
Can you hear the amazement in Mark’s voice as he recounts this story? 
Can you hear how he builds layer upon layer as he tells this story? 
 

They released notorious Barabbas – but they scourged Jesus and handed him 
over to be crucified! 
 
Having crucified him they played a game at the foot of the cross to see who 
would get his clothes! 
 
They crucified him at 9 in the morning, as if it was the most important thing they 
could have found to do that day, before they got on with their daily tasks! 
 
What’s more they crucified him between two robbers – Jesus, the perfect Son of 
God was left to die a shameful death, hanging between two robbers! 
 
And get this - they even turned their anger on him – as if they had any right to 
revile the one who hung on the centre cross – they were getting what their deeds 
deserved, but the man in the middle was innocent – He had done nothing wrong! 
 

Can you hear something of the outrage in Mark’s voice as he tells this story? 
 
But you know what? That wasn’t the end.  
There’s one more reference to this word ‘crucified’ – (a word in the past tense) – 
and it’s found, not in Mark 15, but in Mark 16. Let me read it to you. It’s v.6… 
 
Mark 16:6 ‘Do not be alarmed, You seek Jesus of Nazareth,  

who was crucified. He has risen; He is not here! 
See the place where they laid him.’ 

Conclusion 
 
We praise God this evening, that the crucifixion was not the end for Jesus. 
He who was crucified (past tense) is now risen! (Present tense) 
 

‘He is not here, He has risen’ from the dead! 
 
Yes, the Crowd cried out for Pilate to Crucify Him. 
Yes, the Cross was necessary for our forgiveness and salvation. 
Yes, Jesus endured the horrors of Crucifixion in the place of sinners like us! 

But praise God, He is no longer the Crucified! 
He’s the Risen exalted Lord Jesus! 

 
Around this Table tonight, let us thank him for his death for us. 

Let us praise him for rising again for us. And let us make sure we’re prepared to 
Take up our Cross and Follow Him, from this night onwards. Amen. 

 


