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Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 23

rd
 February 2020 – 11:00am 

‘Completing the Vision – Despite the Opposition!’ 
Nehemiah 6:1-19 

Introduction 
The Book of Nehemiah is all about a building project – rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem - after the return from Exile in Babylon. 
 
Now, as we come into ch.6, according to verse 1, Victory is in sight! The walls 
are almost complete. Only the door-posts and gates have to be put in place. 
Then Jerusalem will be secure. With the walls complete, the threat of enemy 
attack will be gone. 
  
In fact, by verse 15 the work will be finished:  
 

‘So the wall was finished on the 25
th
 day of the month of Elul, in 52 days!’ 

 
It had only taken six months! From the month of Nisan (2:1) to the month of Elul 
(6:15) was a period of six months. So it was just six months after Nehemiah had 
heard of the state that Jerusalem was in, and had mentioned it to King 
Artaxerxes back in Persia – Six months later, the work was finished! 
  
But if you look closely, you’ll see that in fact it had only taken 52 days of actual 
building work from when they started the work in ch.2:18 until they finished it in 
6:15. - 52 days from start to finish – That was quite something! It was a miracle! 
  
N.B. It might not have taken long, but it had been a battle all the way! The enemy 
never gave up! They were always under attack! But now finally their Mission was 
accomplished! Now Nehemiah could stand back with deep satisfaction and say:  
 

“IT IS FINISHED!” - The work was done! (Nehemiah 6:15) 
  

All that was necessary to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was complete. 
The Mission the Lord had sent Nehemiah on was accomplished. 

The Task he had been set, was done. He could say, “It is Finished!” 
  
Some 450 years later Jesus would say those same words outside the same city, 
but He was talking about an even greater Mission, and a far more important task:  

The Work that was necessary for our Salvation! 
 

Jesus had said, sometime before in John 4:34…  
 “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me, and to finish his work.” 

Later in the same book (in John 17:4) in his great High Priestly prayer Jesus said: 
“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me 
to do, and now father glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began.” 
 

And just a couple of chapters later in John 19:30 hanging on the cross Jesus 
could cry out with a note of victory on his lips: 
 

“It is Finished!” (Tetalestae!) - ‘Paid in Full!’ 
 

The Work that God the Father had given Jesus to do while here on earth – 
providing the way of salvation for you and for me – was complete. It was done. 
Now nothing more has to be done. All we have to do is trust in his finished work! 
  
Nehemiah’s work was finished. Jesus’ work on earth was finished. But there’s 
someone else who didn’t rest until his work was done either – the Apostle Paul. 
 
In Acts 20:24 Paul said… 
 

“I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying 
to the Gospel of God’s grace.” 
 

And at the end of his life Paul could also say in 2 Timothy 4:6-8… 
 
 “The time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, 
 I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for  

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,  
will award to me on that day.” 
 

So there are three men, including the Lord Jesus Christ himself, who could say 
categorically that the work that God had given them to do, they had completed. 
 
You can only reach that point if you know exactly what it is the Lord wants you to 
do in the first place, and if you have got on with doing it, until it’s done! 
  
How will we get to the point of being able to say that?  
That the work the Lord has given us to do – is done. That it’s finished! 
 
Whether here as a church in Armagh, or whether it’s over in the work in Keady… 
How will we know when the work the Lord has given us to do, is done? 
Well let me say three things this morning:  
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1. You need to know what it is God wants you to do 
 
The First thing we can say about Nehemiah was that he knew exactly what it was 
God wanted him to do – It was to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
  
Jesus knew exactly what he had been sent to do. ‘The Son of Man is come, not 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ (Matt.20:28). 
 
And the Apostle Paul knew exactly what he was supposed to do for the Lord. 
He was to be a light to the Gentiles (See Acts 26:12-20). He was to bring the 
Gospel of God’s Grace to all men, but especially to the Gentile people of his day. 
  
This chapter contains the key verse of the whole book of Nehemiah. (It’s ch.6:3) 
 

“I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. 
Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?” 

  
What is the great work that the Lord has called us as a church in Armagh to do? 
What is the great work that God has called us to accomplish for him together?  
Why has He raised us up as a church for such a time as this? 
  
What is your Mission? Here’s a suggestion: 
 
‘Are you a church that exists to plant other churches, by winning people to Christ, 

nurturing them in their new found faith, and leading them on to maturity  
in a loving and caring environment?’ 

  
What is your Goal?     ‘To see new churches planted in strategic centres around 

this region so that everyone in this region will eventually 
be living within 15 miles of an evangelical church?’ 

 
Does that sound like a tall order to you? Well, when I was planting a church in 
Cavan, in the Republic of Ireland, that was our mission, and that was the goal we 
kept in view. We planted Cavan Baptist Church in March 1993 (27 years ago).  
I left it in 2005 (15 yrs ago, self-supporting with about 100 people attending it). I 
had a whole list of places on a map that I wanted to see new churches planted in. 
Places like Bailieborough, Carrick-on-Shannon in Co Leitrim, Longford town, and 
Roscommon town. Praise God there’s now an evangelical church in all of them! 
 
There’s some kind of an evangelical church in Bailieborough, Co Cavan now.  
I don't know much more about it. It’s 20 miles to the East of Cavan town.  
(We tried to buy the old Methodist Church building there many years ago). 

For years I used to travel once a month on a Sunday night, and twice a month on 
a Tuesday night to Carrick-on-Shannon, Co Leitrim to speak at a fellowship 
meeting in a hotel and a Bible Study. It was an hour there, and an hour back. 
The most we ever had was about 20 people on a Sunday night.  
Sometimes it was only 3 or 4 at the Bible Study on a Tuesday night. 
But recently Judith and I drove down that way, and I saw a proper sign post for 
Carrick-on-Shannon Baptist Church! I could hardly believe it. And then I saw a 
video clip on facebook recently all about it. There is now a thriving Baptist Church 
in the main town in Co Leitrim, run by American missionaries. Praise the Lord! 
 
This weekend John Humphries is down meeting with Ludi Creech (OM) in a new 
Evangelical Church in Longford. Another town we tried to reach out to with the 
help of Tim Coyle many years ago. 
 
And there is now an evangelical church in Roscommon with Mike Walsh. 
 
That was all part of a vision the Lord gave me 30 years ago, when I was starting 
out in ministry, as an Assistant Pastor in Portadown Baptist. I hadn’t even got to 
Co Fermanagh at that point, never mind Co Cavan! But this was God’s Work.  
He was in it, and whether I was still there or not, the work was done to the glory 
of God. And isn’t it amazing to think that the Cavan Church has now started a 
church-plant in Belturbet, with Joel Marcus, and they hope to be meeting every 
Sunday morning by this September, same as we hope to be meeting every 
Sunday morning by September in the heart of Keady. God is building His Church! 
 
So what is the work that the Lord has given us as a church to do in our day and 
generation, in this part of His World? Whatever it is, that’s what we need to be 
getting on with. And with a clear project like that in mind, then we’ll know when it 
is finished. When there’s a church, not only here in Armagh, but also when there 
is a church in Keady, and maybe in Castleblayney, and even in Crossmaglen too!  
i.e. in the main centres of population south of Armagh. When that is done, then 
we’ll be able to say that our work is finished! 
  
So that’s the first thing - Knowing clearly what it is the Lord wants us to do. Also... 
 
2. You need to realise it can only get done with the help of God. 
 
That’s what Nehemiah was able to say in ch.6:16. 
 

“When all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid 
and fell greatly in their own esteem” – WHY? – “For they perceived that 
this work had been accomplished with the help of our God!” 
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At last, it’s now apparent to all the pagan nations around them, that God was in it!  
That God, the Great Creator God, the God who made the heavens and the earth 
– was the God who had been with them all along, and had enabled them, and 
given them the strength to keep going, against all odds, to get the work done!  
 
And the people all around them had to sit up and take notice of that! 
  
Wouldn’t it be great if people all around this area, one day had to sit up and admit 
that God was with us all along? That he enabled us to get His Work done, and 
that this great project had been accomplished only with the help of our God – 
What a witness to the world that would be in and of itself! 
  
But this was nothing new to Nehemiah. He had always believed that nothing 
would happen, that nothing would be accomplished without the help of God: 
 
Ch.1:4-5 -As soon as he heard of the need, before he got up to do anything,  
he sought the Lord in prayer. He believed God was a great and awesome God! 
 
Ch.1:11 –‘Give success to your servant today.’ He could do nothing without God! 
 
Ch.2:4 - Even as he stood before the most powerful man on earth, he still took a 
moment to shoot a prayer heavenward! Nothing would get done without God! 
 
Ch.2:8 – ‘And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God 
was upon me.’ – N.B. He saw every step of progress as a gift from God! 
 
Ch.2:20 - His only answer to his critics was, ‘The God of Heaven will make us 
prosper, and we his servants will arise and build!’ - No success without God! 
 
Ch.4:4 - When his opponents started ridiculing him, he just told the Lord all about 
it: ‘Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own 
heads!’ – and in v.6, ‘So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to 
half its height, for the people had a mind to work.’ In other words, they reached 
the half way mark with the help of God – despite the opposition they were facing! 
 
Ch.4:9 - When their enemies stirred up more trouble for them, they just prayed to 
their God! (And took action to meet their threats). 
 
Ch.4:14 - And whenever the workers began to get discouraged, Nehemiah stood 
up and said, ‘Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord – who is great and 
awesome, and fight!’ - So in v.15 we read that God frustrated the plans of their 
enemies, and they got back to their work on the wall.  

Ch.4:20 - Nehemiah always believed, ‘Our God will fight for us!’ 
 
And in ch.6 - Nehemiah is still casting his arrow prayers heavenward. 
 v.9 - ‘But now, O God, strengthen my hands.’ 
 v.14 - He simply committed his enemies into God’s hands. 
  
It’s because the work was bathed in prayer from beginning to end, that Nehemiah 
could honestly say: ‘This work has been done with the help of our God’ (v.16) 
 
And you know what, we will only be able to honestly say that, when our project is 
complete, if we have been faithfully bathing every aspect of the work in prayer all 
along. Otherwise we’re trying to do it in our own strength, and that doesn’t work!  
 
Are we seriously giving ourselves to prayer for all that we’re attempting to do for 
the Lord, in these days? Are we really? Elders, deacons, members, are you 
leading us in prayer, in our prayer meetings, Sunday by Sunday, and Wednesday 
nights, asking God to help us as we seek to plant a church in Keady?  
 
One day we want our opponents to sit up and take notice that it was all done with 
the help of our God, that it was all accomplished through prayer! Well we need to 
pray then, otherwise it will just be the work of our hands, and it’ll come to nothing! 
 
1. You need to know what it is God wants you to do. 
2. You need to realise it can only get done with the help of our God. 
 
And the third thing is this... 
 
3. Let nothing stand in your way until the work is done 
 
Right up to the very last minute the enemy never gave up or gave in: 
 
In ch.4:6 the walls were halfway up. But the enemy unleashed an onslaught on 
the workers on the walls to try to get them to stop (vs.7-9). 
 
In ch.6:1 the walls are finished, and only the gates have to be put in place, but 
still even then the enemy tries to do his best to finally defeat Nehemiah himself! 
 
(i) In vs.1-4 they tried to Distract him to come to the Plain of Ono for talks. 
 
 Four times they tried to get Nehemiah to go down. But he knew they  

were scheming to harm him, so he stayed where he was and got on with  
the work. He let nothing and no-one distract him from his God-given task. 
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(ii) In vs.5-9 they tried to Discredit him by sending an unsealed letter (v.5)  
 

(N.B. it was a piece of paper rolled up like a scroll, not in an envelope, 
and without a security seal on it.) 
 
In other words the contents of that letter could be read again and again 
by many people all along the way. And it was all a pack of lies about 
Nehemiah. That he was planning a revolt against the Persian Empire – 
that’s why he was hurriedly building the walls, and he was going to set 
himself up as king as well! (vs.8-9). 
 

(iii) In vs.10-14 and again in vs.17-19 they tried to Deceive him 
 

Sanballat and Tobiah had hired a prophet called Shemiah (v.10) to try to 
lure Nehemiah into the Temple – somewhere he shouldn’t go, since he 
wasn’t a priest – supposedly for safety because somebody was coming 
to kill him – but actually it was a trap to get him in there, and to discredit 
him before God and his people, by committing such a sin (vs.11-14). 

 
So all the way through right up until the wall was finished (in v.15) and right up 
until the very last door was put in place, and the very last nail hammered in, the 
enemy never gave up. But still the work got done, still the project got finished. 
With the help of our God, it got finished! (v.16) 
  
Conclusion 
 
We’d be complete fools to think it’s going to be any different for us in our work. 
 
Whether for the church here in Armagh as we continue to build up and reach out. 
 
Or for those who will go out from here to plant a new church in Keady. 
 
The Devil will not give any of us rest - all along the way, right to the very end. 
 
But likewise the Lord will not give up on us either: “He will give us the Victory!” 
 
‘I will build my Church (he said) - and the gates of hell will not prevail against it!’ 
 
Let us make sure that nothing distracts us, discredits us, or deceives us, until 
the work is done, until we can say ‘It is Finished!’ and until everyone around us 
has to admit that it could only have been done, ‘with the help of our God!’ 

Amen. 

  
 
 
   
 


